








10 Boost your business... advertise in �e Good Life



Involved in something arty? Let everyone know. Email thegoodlifesurbiton@gmail.com 11

arts

Minis on parade

Entertainment 
is guaranteed

Signed picture riddle
Mystery surrounds a framed, signed 

photo found in a pack of mount boards 
given to the cornerHOUSE arts centre.

On the face of it, nothing links the picture 
of a 1980s car and the names around the 
margin.

The vehicle is a Fiat Panda. But why would 
a disparate host of celebs sign a picture like 
this? Was it destined to be auctioned at a 
long-forgotten charity event?

The bodywork of the car itself was signed 
by William Franklyn, Una Stubbs and 
Anthony Daniels (C-3PO from Star Wars). In 
fact, he added ‘C-3PO!’ to his autograph.

The mount board is also signed by them, 
plus Tomorrow’s World’s Raymond Baxter, 
actor Bernard Cribbins, ex-Spurs boss 
Keith Burkinshaw, actor Iain Cuthbertson, 
entertainer Dickie Henderson and actress 
Dinah Sheridan.

As Henderson died in 1985 and the car 
is a 1983 model, the mounted photograph 
probably dates from 1984.

Intriguingly, Daniels’ original C-3PO helmet 
from the Star Wars films sold last year at 
auction for £663,000. But does anyone 
recognise the autographed mounting board?

l A double bill of plays, one by Surbiton writer Susannah Finzi, marks the 
50th anniversary of the Portuguese Carnation Revolution. The Red Lion 
Road playwright, who also runs writing workshops, wrote A Reputation, set 
in Lisbon in 1966. It is being performed at the Omnibus Theatre, Clapham, 
from July 2-14 under the banner Viva Portugal. The second play is Departure 
– The Woman Without Fear, by Armando Nascimento Rosa. There are post-
performance discussions. Tickets: omnibus-clapham.org/viva-portugal

l The next Regency dance class in Surbiton is 
on Wednesday May 29 at St Mark’s church hall 
in Church Hill Road. Wear comfy shoes and 
bring a fiver and a spring in your step. Classes 
run from 8-10pm. It’s even possible to join 
in online from home! Details from organiser 
Libby: mrsbennetsballroom@gmail.com

l Interested in joining a fairly loose-knit group? 
You’ll fit right in at Surbiton Library where 
Kingston Stitchers meet on the first Saturday of 
every month from 10.30am-12.30pm. Informal 
stitching and nattering is on the agenda. Check 
the website for full details at kingstonstitchers.
com or visit Instagram kstitchers_uk

l Kingston Museum’s bestselling book of 
the past year? Hello Tolworth, I’m Ziggy, 
the story of David Bowie’s launch of Ziggy 
Stardust at Tolworth’s Toby 
Jug pub. Written by Good 
Life editor Tim Harrison, 
just 150 of the numbered 
print run remain. Bag 
one of the final few via 
thegoodlifesurbiton.
co.uk, and click on the 
section marked Toby Jug.

l Hollyfield School pupils are a talented lot, 
and every couple of years they get to shine. 
Hollyfest celebrates pupils’ music and 
art, and is staged at the Surbiton Hill 
Road school on Sat, Jul 13, from 4-10pm. 
A firework display rounds things off 
with a bang. As well as entertainment 
on two stages, attractions include stalls, 
face painting, giant inflatables and food 
& drink. Early bird discounted tickets 
(booked by end of May) at pta-events.
co.uk/hollyfield or buy on the day.

It’s The Italian Job on 
steroids. Sixty Minis 

– one for each year 
since 1964 when a Mini 
Cooper won the Monte 
Carlo Rally – will drive 
through Tolworth and 
Surbiton as part of a 
Mini Moments Festival 
on Sat, May 18, to 
honour the car which 

l Kickstart your career, expand your skill 
set and gain recognisable qualifications at 
Richmond and Hillcroft adult & community 
college. RHACC has a reputation for teaching, 
specialised courses and support services to 
assist learners. Its Hillcroft campus in South 
Bank is a couple of minutes’ walk from 
Surbiton station. Check out the open day on 
Tue, Jun 11, 4-7pm. Pick up a course guide, 
meet the team or visit rhacc.ac.uk

became a symbol of the swinging sixties.
The Mini Cooper was researched and developed by racing 

driver and car designer John Cooper with Jack Brabham, 
Bruce McLaren and Roy Salvadori in Hollyfield Road – now 
the location of the Charles Ivey Porsche garage.

Minis set off at 1pm from Hollyfield Road, along Ewell 
Road to the A3, New Malden and Kingston, then back to base 
in Surbiton via Portsmouth Road, Brighton Road, Victoria 
Road, St Mark’s Hill, Ewell Road, Berrylands Road and King 
Charles Road. The day starts at 11am and finishes at 5pm 
and includes screenings of The Italian Job at Surbiton Royal 
British Legion, tours of the garage where the Cooper story 
started, live music, food and drink. thecommunitybrain.
org/event-details/mini-moments-festival

Heritage researcher Jarek Zaba has compiled a book based 
on oral histories about Cooper, Brabham and speed record 
breaker Donald Campbell, who all had connections with 
Surbiton, Chessington and Kingston – and with each other.

Speed and Suburbia tells the story of the racing legends. 
It costs £12 and is available from bookshops, and online.

Jarek Zaba with Jarek Zaba with 
the new bookthe new book

The oneACTS 2024 
festival of original 
playwriting, now in its 
15th year, runs from 
Mon, May 20-Sat, May 
25, 7.45pm at the 
cornerHOUSE, Douglas 
Road. The plays, a mix 

Descent into Svalbard, Descent into Svalbard, 
from left: Rax Lakhani, from left: Rax Lakhani, 
Rachel Jones, Rob Sanford Rachel Jones, Rob Sanford 
and Michelle Whiteheadand Michelle Whitehead

Jason Barnett, Abigail Jason Barnett, Abigail 
Shore and Josh Young Shore and Josh Young 

in Not Another Wordin Not Another Word

of drama and comedy, each 15 to 30 minutes 
long, are 
written by local 
playwrights, 
and are 
performed 
on alternate 
nights.

Programme, 
information 
and tickets, 
£12 (£10 
concs), at 
ticketsource.
co.uk/
thecorner 
houseevents

l A three-day celebration of new 
films made by local, national and 
international film-makers comes 
to Kingston on June 21-23, with 
screenings at the Curzon, Odeon and Rose Theatre.
Two films will be shown on an outdoor screen in 
Canbury Gardens, and 12 workshops will take 
place at the university Town House.

Highlights include a film, talk and rare footage of 
David Bowie, a Q&A with musicians who feature 
on Mike Treen’s documentary The Session Man, 
and shorts starring Tom Holland, Lindsay Duncan, 
Joanna Lumley, Tamsin Outhwaite, Peter Egan and 
Virginia McKenna.

Kingston International Film Festival (KIFF) 
was launched in 2022 to inspire and support new 
film-making talent. It is spearheaded by founder 
and festival director David Cunningham of Blue 
Elephant Films and championed by award-winning 
director Mike Newell, actress Dame Vanessa 
Redgrave and Kingston-born rising star India 
Amarteifio. It ends with a glitzy gala award night.
For more on the 86 screenings and events, or to 
book (incl. day or festival passes) visit kiffest.uk

India AmarteifioIndia Amarteifio
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                 GL sport

Supernatural tennis!

l Chelsea Women’s manager Emma 
Hayes leads her final games this week 
before jetting off to head the USA 
national team, sad to have missed out 
on this year’s targeted Champions 
League. Sonia Bompastor of Lyon 
is ready to take over, as predicted 
in March’s Good Life. The Blues 
were determined to replace Hayes 
with a female manager. The brief for 
Bompastor, 44 next month, is that 
elusive European glory after guiding 
Lyon to Champions League success 
(player & coach). Her English is good, 
she knows Chelsea defender Eve 
Perisset and has managed Kadeisha 
Buchanan and Catarina Macario.

l In a double blow to 
local footy, Kingstonian 
and Corinthian-
Casuals were relegated. 
Tolworth-based Casuals 
look set to play in the 
Combined Counties 
League Premier Division 
South against the likes of 
Tooting & Mitcham, and 
Epsom & Ewell (who 
will ground-share King 
George’s Arena, Hook 
Rise South).

Ks will move... again. 
This time to Raynes 
Park Vale, who they 
could face if they find 
themselves in Isthmian 
League South Central. 
The FA was still to 
decree their fate as The 
Good Life went to press.

Teacher Ed Hornby set Year 5s at St Matthew’s primary the task 
of writing a Surbiton Trophy news story as many of the pupils’ 
parents play at the Berrylands club. Here are flavours of Jake’s 
and Jessie’s articles. All four of our trainee sports journalists’ 
stories can be read in full at thegoodlifesurbiton.co.uk

l The men’s team at King 
George Field Indoor Bowls 
Club clinched their second 
successive Surrey League title, 
winning 12 of 14 matches and 
ending ahead of rivals Sutton. 

Team manager Ian Trotter 
called it a great team effort, 
adding: “Morale is high and 
we’re looking to make it a treble 
next year.” Early wins over 
Berkshire, Essex and Devon saw 
the Tolworth team play Yorkshire 
in the final at Nottingham. They 
came out winners 127 to 73.

But the good news didn’t 
stop there. Six of the squad 
were picked for the Surrey Over 
60s team in the Inter-Counties 
tournament. 

New bowlers can try bowls 
for free at the club, which 
also gives free coaching. All 
you need are flat-soled shoes. 
Bowls are provided. Based in 
Jubilee Way, it’s open seven 
days a week to 10pm. Visit 
kgfindoorbowlsclub.co.uk

Ever wanted to get out of your home and watch some live tennis 
before your eyes? Come and enjoy the 2024 Lexus Surbiton tennis 

trophy, just a few streets away. It could be the perfect thing. Located at 
Surbiton Racket & Fitness Club, lots of people around the globe arrive 
to experience outstanding tennis. Previous winners include Andy 
Murray. You might get the chance of meeting a player. Many enter in 
preparation for Wimbledon, and it can get them extra qualification 
points as well. This is definitely a big deal!

Ponder these brilliant reasons to attend: the supernatural tennis, 
which is more affordable than Wimbledon; the fact that you can get 
used match balls; and playing that will dazzle your senses. This could 
be a socially brilliant event, so serve yourself some tickets!        Jake

Reasons to attend? You’ll get a taste of Wimbledon, and you won’t 
have to wait in big queues. The staff are extremely friendly and 

there is an excellent bar. Best of all, you’ll have the time of your life! 
In fact, you’ll think you had made the best decision you ever made! 
What are you waiting for? Come on, let’s move to the next paragraph.

It will take place at the Surbiton Racket & Fitness Club, June 2 to 
June 9. The address is KT5 8JT. I hope I have finally convinced you! It 
would be such a disappointment if you didn’t come. Why are you still 
reading this? You should be buying tickets! Go on!         Jessie

Writers Writers 
Leo, Jake, Leo, Jake, 
Jessie & Jessie & 
AliceAlice

Zain Sawyer tries Zain Sawyer tries 
the new netsthe new nets

l Surbiton Hockey Club Women’s 
firsts lift the EuroHockey Club Trophy 
1 in Hamburg, ending KHC Dragons of 
Belgium’s two-year grip on the cup.
“They’ve become history-makers,” said 
manager James Baker. “In January, they 
won the Indoor Super 6s medal. To add 
a first European Trophy is incredible.”Pic: Jan-Peter MohwinkelPic: Jan-Peter Mohwinkel

Jake’s action imageJake’s action image

l All-rounder Zain Sawyer, 12, practises at 
the new nets at Long Ditton Cricket Club in 
Stokes Field, Betts Way. They’re available to 
the seniors, the colts... and the general public 
too. “They’re really nice; much better than the 
old ones,” said the Surrey League cricketer.
Funding came from Elmbridge Council’s 
community levy, a private donor and the LDCC.
Club president Les Bond cut the ribbon to 
declare the nets open at the launch of the new 

season.
For match dates: 
longdittoncricket longdittoncricket 
club.com/seniorsclub.com/seniors


